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I read about it in
“Hogwarts, A History”.
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Primordial pre publication
Philosophical Transactions 1st issue

Journal des Sgavans 1st issue

Royal Society of Edinburgh introduces society members' peer review
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He (Mr. Rosen and I) had sent you our manuscript for publication and had not authorised you to J(I-& (3% &
"C(&(C.(*'H)4 - &

show it to specialists before it is printed. I see no reason to address the — in any case erroneous — 1 %60 * 90
,A1: 70 . .

comments of your anonymous expert. On the basis of this incident I prefer to publish the paper
elsewhere.
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1966 ]l John Maddox is appointed new Editor - Q (+ _ & 4$| 4 (1 Il' 4 &/
1967 | A lormal pesrteview system o o N 1&4($  * .+ ' 83(4& (
% +1( '(+%,-

KINCE s Maddox's first job was to tackle
the backlog of 2,300 unpublished
manuscripts. Some scientists

?% et Eﬁ e - "‘u'.{,,’“ complained that during Brimble's
editorship the choice of | " |
1a it 1e printworthy pieces seemed - -
T %%%rﬁm "arbitrary” and "not up to 0 f
h""“'"' 15 standard" and that "valuable # $ /0& ( )
% Seleics brofits Tras 1ts siitarial sea | Mnaterial was missed” (picturad
e e gy sic®  are minor points from roundtable *
W‘m"“" " discussions with scientists. Note
ars, St & 2 e | Doint 4: "Nature retains a very
| e FME.W Victorian air"). The receipt date + I

of manuscripts was not recorded.
The 5,001st issue in 1965 had thirty Letters to the Editor detailing scientific
discoveries, in addition to two sections of Articles. Legend has it that the
system used to track papers submitted by scientists under Brimble was a
particularly wide windowsill, with manuscripts piled high by month — a
visible "histogram’ of how much had still to be done. The only solution was a
comprehensive referesing system, which also meant that the referses
themselves had to be refereed. It was eighteen months before the backlog of
manuscripts was cleared. Image from archives of Macmillan Publishers. , (' ( 2 3 88
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Peer review: not as old as you might think

Peer review is often thought of as ancient and unchanging, but itis neither - and it shouldn't be
treated as a sacred cow, argues Aileen Fyfe

June 25, 2015

By Aileen Fyfe
Twitter: @AileenFyfe
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Open peer review facilitator
arXiv launches Wikipedia launches

Pre publication open

Pre and post publication open

Post publication open

" (

1995 2000 2005 2010

BioMed Central publishes reviewer names

Nature public peer review trial

Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics introduces public peer review
PLOS introduces public comments to articles
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Pinned Tweet

ShitMyReviewersSay @YourPaperSucks - 13 Nov 2014 v
“| am afraid this manuscript may contribute not so much towards the field's
advancement as much as toward its eventual demise.”

Q 21 1 861 O 18k

ShitMyReviewersSay @YourPaperSucks - 17h v
"This paper is absolutely ridiculous. It shouldn't be published anywhere and the
author should not be encouraged to revise"
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Does linked selection explain the narrow range of genetic d...

The relatively narrow range of genetic polymorphism levels across
@] species has been a major source of debate since the inception of
molecular population genetics. Recently Corbett-Detig et al fo...
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