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 Finalising a review

 Journal management
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May 2018

EXPERIENCES WITH PEER REVIEW

 Who has submitted a paper for peer review?

 Who has performed a peer review themselves?
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WHAT JOURNALS WANT

 Shared goals

 Reviewing goals

 Editorial goals

 Value of review

 Etiquette & ethics
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 Involvement in a discipline

 Help the academic field

 Push your intellect

 Develop an under-represented area

 Achieve a leadership position

shared goals | what journals want
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 Sharpen submissions to the highest quality

 Uphold academic standards

 Uphold editorial standards

 Foster author relationships

reviewing goals | what journals want
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 Constructive feedback

 Clear communications

 Ability to meet deadlines

 Reliability

editorial goals | what journals want
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 Peer review is the heart of sound science

 Initiation into journal perspectives

 Improves your writing

 Develops professional relationships

 Increases your reputation

 Advances your career

value of review | what journals want
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 Personal biases & fairness

 Unintentional favouritism

 Gender, Race, Geography, Institution

 Topics of study

 Methods of study

etiquette & ethics | what journals want
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 Conflicts of interest

 Collaborators and colleagues

 Competing papers

 Funding or business agencies

etiquette & ethics | what journals want
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 Expertise

 Appropriate subject knowledge

 Awareness of lacking knowledge

etiquette & ethics | what journals want
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 Confidentiality

 Keep article confidential

 Avoid competitive advantages

 Guard against plagiarism

 Obtain permission for co-reviews

etiquette & ethics | what journals want
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 Reliability

 Be sure you can meet the deadline

 Be realistic about submitting!

 Discuss extensions to deadlines

etiquette & ethics | what journals want



PREPARING TO REVIEW

 Journal guidelines

 Aims & Scope

 Peer review site

 Strategy
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 Instructions for authors, reviewers and editors

 Guidelines pdf

journal guidelines | preparing to review 
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 Shows mission of journal

 Papers you receive should meet with A&S

 Can help you decide if they really do

aims & scope | preparing to review
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 Structured forms

 Additional measures and issues to pay attention to

peer review site | preparing to review
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 www.editorialmanager.com/dnjournalsdemo

 Uploaded submissions of an example paper

 Create an account

peer review site | preparing to review

http://www.editorialmanager.com/dnjournalsdemo
http://www.editorialmanager.com/dnjournalsdemo
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 Create an account

 First name

 Last name

 Email

peer review site | preparing to review

http://www.editorialmanager.com/dnjournalsdemo
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 Create an account

 Username

 Password

 Country

peer review site | preparing to review

http://www.editorialmanager.com/dnjournalsdemo
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 Then we can assign some reviewers!

peer review site | preparing to review

http://www.editorialmanager.com/dnjournalsdemo
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example paper | reviewing a paper

 Example paper



REVIEWING A PAPER

 Strategy

 Introduction

 Design & Method

 Data & Results

 Discussion & Conclusion
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 Scan to familiarise yourself with the paper

 1st read – structure, originality, overall quality, suggestions for revision 

 2nd read – smaller issues – grammar, typos, formats

 3rd read – concluding statements and overall recommendation 

strategy | preparing to review
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 Introduce the broader background

 Details directly relate to the research question

 Logical, clear, and easy to follow

 Justify the research and why it is important

introduction | reviewing a paper
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 Is it sound?

 Is there supporting evidence for the question?

 Is it current?

 Is it interesting?

 Could it advance the field?

introduction | reviewing a paper
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introduction | reviewing a paper
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 Consider Validity and Reliability

 Appropriate sampling techniques 

 Appropriate control groups

 Appropriate assessment measures

 Are there guidelines?

 Is it understandable?

 Could you repeat it?

design & method | reviewing a paper



May 2018PEERE  |  PEER REVIEW WRITING SKILLS, BEST PRACTICE AND BEHIND-THE-SCENES INSIGHTS

design & method | reviewing a paper
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 Statements of stats

 Sample size

 Units of analysis

 Definitions of groups

 Means and standard deviations

 What is ‘significance’?

data & results | reviewing a paper
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 Ethical considerations 

 Data manipulation and fabrication

 Image manipulation

 Distortion

data & results | reviewing a paper
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data & results | reviewing a paper

Potentiation of paclitaxel activity by the HSP90 inhibitor 17-allylamino-17-demethoxygeldanamycin in 

human ovarian carcinoma cell lines with high levels of activated AKT

Nivedita S. et.al., Molecular Cancer Therapeutics (2006)



May 2018PEERE  |  PEER REVIEW WRITING SKILLS, BEST PRACTICE AND BEHIND-THE-SCENES INSIGHTS

data & results | reviewing a paper

How to Manipulate a Citation Histogram

Davis P., The Scholarly Kitchen (2016)

https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2016/08/08/how-to-manipulate-a-citation-histogram/

https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2016/08/08/how-to-manipulate-a-citation-histogram/
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data & results | reviewing a paper
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 Answer hypothesis

 Address main findings

 Implications for the field

 Global applications

 Limitations

 Future studies

discussion & conclusion | reviewing a paper
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discussion & conclusion | reviewing a paper



FINALISING A REVIEW

 Summarising comments

 Making a recommendation

 Submitting a review
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 Number comments

 Page, paragraph and line references

 Quote text

 Suggest specific revisions

 Support statements with evidence

 Prepare for disagreement…

 Be constructive

 Be fair

summarising comments | finalising a review
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 Some journals require this

 Is it the reviewer’s job?

 Don’t include a decision category

 Contradict editor’s decision

 Can be confusing for authors

recommendations | finalising a review



May 2018PEERE  |  PEER REVIEW WRITING SKILLS, BEST PRACTICE AND BEHIND-THE-SCENES INSIGHTS

 How to submit a review?

 Let’s find out!

submitting a review | finalising a review

www.editorialmanager.com/dnjournalsdemo

http://www.editorialmanager.com/dnjournalsdemo


JOURNAL MANAGEMENT

 Example of peer review process using Editorial Manager

 Editorial offices

 Key features of the role

 Peer review management techniques and tools
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peer review process | journal management

Looks complicated, right?      
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editorial office | journal management

 Coordinate peer review activities

 Support editors, authors and reviewers 

 Solicit manuscripts and other materials 
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editorial office | journal management

 Initial screening checks for journal format and guidelines

 Identify, invite and secure reviewers

 Prepare decision letters and other correspondence
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editorial office | journal management

 Ensure all deadlines are met throughout the review process

 Database maintenance of reviewers, keywords and addresses

 Regular editorial reports on copyflow, turnaround times and other key measures
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editorial office | journal management

 Submission rates

 Turnaround times

 Accept/Reject Rates

 Copyflow
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editorial office | journal management

 Promotion

 Communication

 Innovations

 Development
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editorial office | journal management

 Promotion

 Communication

 Innovations

 Development
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