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Our mission is
to speed up science
by harnessing the power
of peer review



Speeding up science

Agenda

● Why did we start Publons?
● How does Publons work?
● Interesting problems we’ve had to solve
● A couple of insights from the data
● How can this help editors?
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Every journal article needs to be peer reviewed
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Speeding up science

Peer review is at the heart of science

Massive pressure 
to publish

Minimal incentive 
to review

● Increasing submissions
● Increasing rejections
● Reviewer fraud

● Slow review process
● Reviewer fatigue



Providing an incentive to 
peer review is the first step 
to solving these problems







Add to your CV                                                ...and your LinkedIn



Top reviewers
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Publons collects reviews and turns them into a verifiable, 
measurable research output

Publons platform

Reviews added by 
Publons users

Publisher 
integrations

Reviewer profiles

Information 
from reviews

Tools for editors
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50k
reviewers

220k
reviews

7k+
journals

4,000+ organic reviews last week



Speeding up science
100+ integrated journals
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Key challenges

● Verification

● Privacy settings

● Reviewer identity

Now factor in:
● Reviewer preference
● Author preference
● Journal preference



Author interactivity



Speeding up science

Key challenges

● Verification

● Privacy settings

● Reviewer identity

Reviewers have added up to 9 different email addresses
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Insights
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Published and unpublished reviews

Unpublished Published

Word count 518.6 586.1

Positive sentiment 3.2% 3.5%

Negative sentiment 2.6% 2.8%

Self-citation rate 4% 6%



Speeding up science

Reviewers are publisher agnostic

For reviewers who have done 10 reviews:

● they reviewed for 5.9 different journals
● they reviewed for 4.5 different publishers



The editor perspective



Where do our reviewers come from?



Where else do they publish?



Who are they? And who else should I be considering?



Can I trust this reviewer?



Can I trust this reviewer?

Contact

Alerts

Background



Speeding up science

Happy to collaborate on research projects

(We have an API)



Publons
Speeding up and 
evaluating research

andrew@publons.com
             @arhpreston


